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COCKTAIL RECEPTION

WELCOME & GREETINGS

Jacques Brand
CEO of North America and Member, 
Group Executive Committee,  
Deutsche Bank, AICGS Chairman 

DINNER SERVICE

Appetizer
Pan Seared Sea Scallops with 
Asparagus, Mushrooms, and Endive

Alternative upon Request 
Arugula Salad with Cherry Tomatoes 
and Micro Basil

Main Course
Individual Prime Roast Filet of Beef 
with Perigourdine Sauce

Fish Alternative upon Request
Salmon with Zucchini Sauce topped 
with Fried Zucchini

Vegetarian Alternative upon Request 
Vegetable Napoleon

All Main Courses Served With
Bundle of Asparagus tied with  
Leeks Sweet Potato Pave

Dessert
Vanilla Crème Meringue Cake

Miniature Éclairs  
(Vanilla, Chocolate, Coffee)

Giant Driscoll Strawberries dipped  
in Bittersweet Chocolate

Assorted Cookies, Biscotti,  
Miniature Fruit Tarts

Wines
Zonin Pinot Grigio
Villa Ambrosia Montepulciano 
D’Abruzzo
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SPECIAL GUESTS

Ambassador Peter Wittig 
Ambassador of the Federal Republic  
of Germany to the United States

Jeffrey H. Aronson
Co-Founder and Managing Principal, 
Centerbridge Partners, L.P. 
Chair of the Johns Hopkins 
University Board of Trustees

GLOBAL LEADERSHIP  
AWARD PRESENTATION

PRESENTER 

The Honorable Nathan Deal
Governor of Georgia 

HONOREE

Dr. Dieter Zetsche 
Chairman of the Board of 
Management, Daimler AG,  
Head of Mercedes-Benz Cars

DAAD PRIZE 
PRESENTATION

GUEST

William G. Gray, Ph.D.
Associate Professor
Department of History
Purdue University

PRESENTER

Dr. Nina Lemmens
Director, New York Office, German 
Academic Exchange Service (DAAD)

RAFFLE DRAWING

Jackson Janes
President, AICGS

CLOSING AND 
FAREWELL
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DR. JACKSON JANES
PRESIDENT, AICGS

A
ICGS proudly presents Dr. Dieter Zetsche, 
Chairman of the Board of Management of 
Daimler AG and Head of Mercedes-Benz 
Cars, with the 2015 Global Leadership Award 
for his enduring positive influence on the 
German-American partnership. The Institute 

is very proud to honor those who continue to support the strong 
bond between Germany and the United States. As a leader in the 
automobile industry, Dr. Zetsche has contributed greatly to the 
ties between Germany, Europe, and the United States, and we 
are delighted to welcome him among the Institute’s distinguished 
Global Leadership Award recipients. 

On behalf of AICGS, I thank you for your participation in tonight’s 
celebration. I would like to express our special appreciation to the 
AICGS Board of Trustees, our Global Leadership Award Dinner 
Sponsors, and our Members for their generous contributions of 
time and financial support.  Their partnership with the Institute 
adds luster to this evening’s event and enables AICGS to continue 
providing knowledge, insights, and networks for the future.

WELCOME CONTENTS
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PROVIDING KNOWLEDGE, 
INSIGHTS, AND NETWORKS 

FOR THE FUTURE

The American Institute for Contemporary  
German Studies strengthens the German-
American relationship in an evolving Europe  
and changing world.

The Institute produces objective and original analyses of 
developments and trends in Germany, Europe, and the United 
States; creates new transatlantic networks; and facilitates dialogue 
among the business, political, and academic communities to 
manage differences and define and promote common interests.

Affiliated with Johns Hopkins University, AICGS provides a 
comprehensive program of public forums, policy studies, research, 
and study groups designed to enrich the political, corporate, and 
scholarly constituencies it serves.

www.aicgs.org
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AICGS Offers:

» Original, independent analyses of the economic, political, 
historical, and cultural developments and trends that impact 
transatlantic relations.

» Competitive fellowship programs that support individuals working 
on cutting-edge areas of economic, policy, and cultural research.

» High-level events with policymakers and business leaders as well 
as intimate, off-the-record roundtable discussions.

» Analyses ranging from in-depth Policy Reports of a single issue of 
importance to Germany and the United States to salient essays 
on current events and relevant topics.

AICGS PROVIDES A COMPREHENSIVE 

PROGRAM OF PUBLIC FORUMS, POLICY 

STUDIES, RESEARCH, AND STUDY GROUPS
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AICGS Pillars:

The Business and Economics Program generates insights into 
the institutional, political, cultural, and historical factors that shape 
responses to deepening economic integration and the challenges  
of globalization.

The Foreign and Domestic Policy Program explores the factors 
shaping important domestic and foreign policy debates in the 
United States, Germany, and Europe as they pertain to German-
American relations.

The Society, Culture & Politics Program enhances understanding 
of the impact of culture on German-American relations and analyzes 
how cultural beliefs and values, evolving interpretations of historical 
experiences, and shifting conceptions of national identity shape 
perspectives and policy responses in the German-American dialogue.

THE INSTITUTE PRODUCES OBJECTIVE AND 

ORIGINAL ANALYSES OF DEVELOPMENTS 

AND TRENDS IN GERMANY, EUROPE, AND 

THE UNITED STATES
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D
r. Dieter Zetsche has been a member of the 
Board of Management of Daimler AG since 
December 16, 1998, and Chairman of the Board 
of Management of Daimler AG since January 1, 
2006. He is also Head of Mercedes-Benz Cars 
Division, which includes passenger cars of the 

brands Mercedes-Benz and smart as well as Mercedes-Benz AMG.

Dr. Zetsche was born in Istanbul, Turkey, on May 5, 1953. After 
attending school in Frankfurt he studied electrical engineering 
from 1971 to 1976 at the University of Karlsruhe and graduated 
as an engineer. He joined the research department of the then 
Daimler-Benz AG in 1976 and became assistant to the Development 
Manager in the Commercial Vehicles business unit in 1981.

Dr. Zetsche completed a doctorate in engineering in 1982 at the 
University of Paderborn. From 1984, as part of the Daimler-Benz 
Commercial Vehicles Management Development Team, he was 
responsible for the coordination of international development 
activities.

DR. DIETER ZETSCHE
CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD OF  
MANAGEMENT OF DAIMLER AG

HEAD OF MERCEDES-BENZ CARS

GLOBAL LEADERSHIP GROUP SPONSORS

HONOREE
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GLOBAL LEADERSHIP GROUP SPONSORS

HONOREE

Fred H. Langhammer 

The Dr. Jill E. McGovern  
and Dr. Steven Muller Fund
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PRESENTER

U
nder Governor Nathan Deal’s leadership, Georgia 
has risen to become the Number 1 place in the 
nation in which to do business, a goal achieved by 
creating the Competitiveness Initiative, reforming 
the tax code, shaping the educational system 
to support workforce needs, and recruiting 

businesses to relocate in Georgia.

Governor Deal’s public service to his state spans four decades. The 
Sandersville native served in the U.S. Army at Fort Gordon in Augusta 
after graduating with a law degree from Mercer University, and then 
began a private law practice in Gainesville, the hometown of his wife, 
Sandra Dunagan Deal. While his wife taught in Hall County public 
schools, the governor began a long span of service to his community 
as prosecutor, judge, state senator, and U.S. congressman.

During his 17 years in Congress, Deal rose to chair the Health 
Subcommittee of Energy and Commerce, where he became a 
noted expert on entitlement reform and health care policy. Deal 
ended his congressional career to campaign for governor, becoming 
the Republican nominee in August 2010 and then winning the 
governorship in November of that year. In November 2014, Deal 
was re-elected to a second term in office. He was sworn in again  
as governor on January 12, 2015.

NATHAN DEAL
GOVERNOR OF GEORGIA
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PRESENTER
EXECUTIVE LEADERSHIP GROUP SPONSORS
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WILLIAM G. GRAY, PH.D.
ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR

DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY
PURDUE UNIVERSITY

William Glenn Gray began his scholarly life 
at Princeton, earning a bachelor’s in German 
Civilization and Politics in 1992. A DAAD 
fellowship then took him to the Freie Universität 
Berlin for study in history and literature. At Yale 

University, he studied for a doctorate under the guidance of noted 
business historian Henry Ashby Turner, Jr., and internationalist Paul 
M. Kennedy. His 1999 dissertation appeared in print in 2003 as 
Germany’s Cold War, a study of the global campaign to block East 
German recognition in the 1950s and 1960s. Afterwards he co-
edited the Encyclopedia of the Cold War and served on the project 
team for the Auswärtiges Amt Historian’s Commission, which 
released Das Amt und die Vergangenheit in 2010. Recent single-
authored articles focus on circulating systems—currencies, nuclear 
proliferation, and weapons exports. He is currently wrapping up 
a lengthy book on Germany’s international roles in the 1960s and 
1970s. Future work will shift emphasis to the “Global South,” with 
German investments in Brazil and Iran as special points of interest.

In his teaching career, Dr. Gray began with a post-doctorate at the 
Remarque Institute at New York University before moving to Texas 
Tech for four years. Since 2004 he has taught German, European, 
and International History at Purdue University in his native state of 
Indiana; he lives in Lafayette with his wife Jennifer, a textile artist. In 
the summers he often leads Study Abroad courses in the Rhineland, 
using Bonn as a base to explore the embattled, entangled history of 
Germany and France.



DAAD PRIZE  
RECIPIENT

15

CORPORATE LEADERS GROUP SPONSORS
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HONORARY 
CO-CHAIRS

AMBASSADOR HARALD BRAUN
Ambassador Harald Braun, Permanent Representative of Germany 
to the United Nations, has served as State Secretary of the Federal 
Foreign Office and Director-General for Management in Berlin and 
at posts in London, Paris, Washington, Burundi, and Beirut. In the 
private sector he held the position of Corporate Senior Vice President 
of Siemens AG. He is a Research Professor at the University of Stony 
Brook and an Honorary Citizen of Washington, DC.

AMBASSADOR JOHN EMERSON
John B. Emerson is the current U.S. Ambassador to the Federal 
Republic of Germany. He was confirmed by the United States 
Senate on August 1, 2013, and presented his credentials to German 
President Joachim Gauck on August 26, 2013. From 1997 to July 2013, 
Ambassador Emerson was the President of Capital Group Private Client 
Services. 

PRESIDENT RON DANIELS
Ronald J. Daniels became the 14th president of Johns Hopkins 
University in March 2009. Previously, he was provost and professor 
of law at the University of Pennsylvania (2005-2009) and dean and 
James M. Tory Professor of Law at the University of Toronto (1995). 
Since arriving at Johns Hopkins, he has focused his leadership on 
three overarching themes: enhanced interdisciplinary collaboration, 
increased student accessibility, and community engagement.

AMBASSADOR PETER WITTIG
Peter Wittig has served as German Ambassador to the United States 
since April 2014. Prior to this, he was German Ambassador to the 
United Nations in New York and represented Germany during its tenure 
as a member of the UN Security Council from 2011 until 2012. There, 
he drew on his expertise in UN matters, having previously served as 
Director-General for United Nations and Global Issues at the German 
Foreign Office in Berlin and having been posted to the German 
Permanent Mission in New York in the late 1980s. Ambassador Wittig 
joined the German Foreign Service in 1982. He has also served in 
Madrid, Lebanon, and Cyprus. Before starting his career in the German 
Foreign Service, Wittig studied history, political science, and law at 
Bonn, Freiburg, Canterbury, and Oxford Universities and taught as an 
assistant professor at the University of Freiburg. 



17

HONORARY 
CO-CHAIRS

Guido Goldman

Ernestine Schlant Bradley

Mercedes-Benz Financial Services

Cengage Learning

Deutsche Lufthansa AG

Deutsche Telekom, Inc.

Deutsche Welle

General Motors

Hogan Lovells US LLP

Steinway & Sons

SENIOR ASSOCIATES GROUP SPONSORS

ASSOCIATES GROUP SPONSORS
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ENTERTAINMENT

S
ejoon Park was born to cellist parents in Seoul, Korea, 
and made his orchestral debut with Korea’s Busan 
Philharmonic Orchestra at the age of ten. A winner of 
Astral’s 2014 National Auditions, Mr. Park has received 
top prizes from the New Orleans International 
Piano Competition, the PianoArts Competition, the 

Southeastern Piano Competition, and the King Award for Young 
Artists, and was a semi-finalist in the 2015 Honens International 
Piano Competition. He recently performed Rachmaninoff’s Concerto 
Nos. 2 & 3 in Korea, with both the Incheon Philharmonic Orchestra 
and the Seongnam Philharmonic Orchestra. He has appeared on the 
stages of Lincoln Center’s Alice Tully Hall, the Kennedy Center, and 
the Benedict Music Tent in Aspen, Colorado, and has been soloist 
with the Louisiana Philharmonic Orchestra, the Salina Symphony, 
the Eurasian Philharmonic, the South Carolina Philharmonic, and the 
Milwaukee Symphony Orchestra. 

A PianoArts Fellow and Volunteer Artist for Sing for Hope, Mr. Park 
participates in musical outreach activities across the United States. 
He performs regularly for audiences ranging from school children in 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin, to healthcare patients and seniors in under-
resourced communities in New York City. Mr. Park holds a Bachelor 
of Music degree from the Peabody Institute of The Johns Hopkins 
University and a Master’s degree from The Juilliard School. He is 
currently continuing studies as an Artist Diploma candidate at the 
Peabody Institute.

SEJOON PARK WILL PERFORM:

ARABESKE, OP.18
ROBERT SCHUMANN 

SOIRÉE DE VIENNE, OP.56
ALFRED GRÜNFELD

SEJOON PARK
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Louis R. Hughes
InZero Systems

Georg Thoma
Shearman and Sterling

Charles Varvaro
IBM

Alexander Doll
Barclays Capital

John Hayes
Ball Corporation

Eugene A. and Susan Sekulow

ENTERTAINMENT

EXECUTIVE INDIVIDUAL SPONSORS

GLOBAL LEADERSHIP INDIVIDUAL SPONSORS

19
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2014

MICHAEL DIEKMANN
Chairman of the Board of 
Management of Allianz SE (CEO)

Presented by Dr. Paul Achleitner 
Chairman of the Supervisory Board, 
Deutsche Bank AG

2013

VIRGINIA M. ROMETTY
Chairman, President  
and CEO, IBM

Presented by Morris W. Offit 
Chairman, Offit Capital Advisors LLC

2012

PROF. DR. rer. nat.  
MARTIN WINTERKORN
CEO, Volkswagen AG

Presented by Senator Bob Corker (R-TN)

2011

HERBERT HAINER
CEO, adidas Group

Presented by Klaus Kleinfeld 
Chairman and CEO, Alcoa

2010

PROF. DR. WOLFGANG 
REITZLE
CEO, Linde AG

Presented by Jacques Nasser 
Chairman, BHP Billiton

DR. ANGELA MERKEL
Chancellor of the Federal  
Republic of Germany

2009

DR. rer. pol.  
MANFRED BISCHOFF 
Chairman of the Supervisory Board, 
Daimler AG

JAMES A. BAKER, III 
61st U.S. Secretary of State

Presented by  
The Honorable Robert Kimmitt 
Chairman, Deloitte Center for Cross‐
Border Investment

2008

RICHARD PARSONS 
Chairman, Time Warner Inc.

DR. MATHIAS DÖPFNER
Chairman and CEO,  
Axel Springer AG

Presented by  
The Honorable Robert Kimmitt  
Deputy Secretary, United States 
Department of the Treasury

2007

DR. JOSEF ACKERMANN
Chairman, Board of Managing 
Directors & Group Executive 
Committee, Deutsche Bank AG

Presented by  
The Honorable Robert Kimmitt 
Deputy Secretary, United States 
Department of the Treasury

2006

MARTIN SULLIVAN
President and CEO, American 
International Group (AIG)

Presented by Dr. Henry Kissinger  
Former U.S. Secretary of State

PAST GLOBAL LEADERSHIP  
AWARD RECIPIENTS
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2005

DR. GUNTER THIELEN
Chairman and CEO,  
Bertelsmann AG

Presented by Richard D. Parsons 
Chairman and CEO,  
Time Warner, Inc.

2004

A.G. LAFLEY
Chairman of the Board, President, 
and Chief Executive, Procter  
and Gamble

Presented by Wolfgang Ischinger 
Ambassador of the Federal Republic of 
Germany to the  
United States of America

2003

SANFORD I. WEILL
Chairman and Chief Executive 
Officer, Citigroup

Presented by Gerhard Schröder 
Chancellor of the Federal Republic of 
Germany

2002

DR. HEINRICH VON PIERER 
President and Chief Executive 
Officer, Siemens AG

Presented by James Wolfensohn  
President, The World Bank

2001

DR. ROLF E. BREUER 
Chairman of the Supervisory Board, 
Deutsche Bank Group

Presented by Paul A. Volcker  
Former Chairman of the Board  
of Governors of the Federal  
Reserve System

2000

DR. HENNING SCHULTE 
NOELLE 
Chairman of the Supervisory Board, 
Allianz AG

Presented by Benjamin A. Gilman 
Chairman, House International Relations 
Committee, United States House of 
Representatives

1999

ECKHARD PFEIFFER 
Chairman of the Board,  
Intershop Communications

Presented by Christopher Forbes 
Vice Chairman, Forbes, Inc.

1998

JÜRGEN SCHREMPP 
Chairman of the Board  
of Management,  
DaimlerChrysler AG

Presented by William Daley 
United States Secretary of Commerce

1997

DR. RON SOMMER 
Chairman of the Board  
of Management,  
Deutsche Telekom AG

Presented by Robert M. Kimmitt  
Partner, Wilmer, Cutler  
& Pickering

1996

JÜRGEN SARRAZIN 
Speaker of the Board,  
Dresdner Bank AG

Presented by Senator  
Bill Bradley (D-NJ)

1995

DR. h.c. KARL OTTO PÖHL
Former Chairman,  
the Deutsche Bundesbank

Presented by Alan Greenspan  
Chairman of the Board of Governors of 
the Federal Reserve System
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AICGS

Jeffrey H. Aronson
Co-Founder & Managing Principal,  
Centerbridge Partners, L.P.; Chair of  
the Johns Hopkins Board of Trustees

Wayne C. Beckmann
Head of Global Automotives,  
Co-Head Global Industrials Group, 
Managing Director, Citi

Prof. Dr. Ernestine Schlant Bradley
Professor, The New School University

Edward T. Cloonan
Chairman, Advisory Board, Managing 
Director, New York Liberty Square Group

Dr. Hans-Ulrich Engel
CFO, BASF SE; Chairman & CEO, 
BASF Corporation

Richard W. Fisher
Former President 
Federal Reserve Bank of Dallas

Alan H. Fleischmann
President and CEO, Laurel Strategies

Guenther E. Greiner
President, International Corporate 
Consultancy LLC

Michael E. Hansen
CEO, Cengage Learning

Susan S. Harnett

John Hayes
CEO, Ball Corporation

Ralph Heuwing
CFO, Dürr AG

Louis R. Hughes
CEO, InZero Systems

The Honorable Wolfgang Ischinger
Munich Security Conference

BOARD OF TRUSTEES

CHAIRMAN

Jacques Brand
CEO of North America and Member, 
Group Executive Committee, 
Deutsche Bank

VICE-CHAIR AND SECRETARY

David W. Detjen, Esq. 
Partner, Alston & Bird LLP

TREASURER

Dirk Egbers
Partner, Ernst & Young

VICE-CHAIR, EUROPE

Prof. Dr. h.c. Roland Berger
Honorary Chairman, Roland Berger 
Strategy Consultants
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Eckart Peter Hans von Klaeden
Vice President, External Affairs,  
Daimler AG

Dr. Klaus Kleinfeld
Chairman & CEO, Alcoa Inc.

David Knower
COO, Cerberus GmbH

Carlo Kölzer
CEO & Founder, 360T Trading Networks

The Honorable John C. Kornblum
Senior Counselor  
Noerr Group/Noerr LLP 

Dennis R. Kruse
President, Kruse Consulting

Fred H. Langhammer
Chairman, Global Affairs, The Estée 
Lauder Companies Inc.; AICGS 
Chairman Emeritus

Dr. Stephan Leithner
Member, Management Board and Group 
Executive Committee, Deutsche Bank

Eugene Ludwig
Founder & CEO 
Promontory Financial Group

Dr. Wallace Mathai-Davis
Managing Partner, The GIA Group

Dr. Bernd R. Mayer
Partner, Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher 
& Flom LLP & Affiliates, Munich

Dr. Jill E. McGovern
President, M&M Enterprises

Caroll H. Neubauer
Chairman and CEO, B.Braun of America 
and B.Braun Medical Inc.

Morris W. Offit
Chairman, Offit Capital Advisors LLC

Dr. Lutz R. Raettig
Chairman, Supervisory Board, and 
Interim Country Head for Germany 
and Austria, Morgan Stanley Bank AG, 
Frankfurt

Jay Ralph
Member of the Board of Management 
Allianz SE

Fred W. Reinke, Esq.
Partner, Mayer Brown LLP

Dr. Wolfgang Reitzle
Visioning

Georg F. W. Schaeffler
Chairman of the Supervisory Board 
Schaeffler AG

Dr. Ulf Mark Schneider
President & CEO, Fresenius Group

Dr. Eugene A. Sekulow
Consultant; AICGS Chairman Emeritus 

Carl A. Siebel
President & CEO, Carl Siebel Consulting 
GmbH; Chairman, Board of Directors, 
Gütermann SE; Member, Management 
Board, Aktion Deutschland Hilft

Julianne Smith
Senior Vice President 
Beacon Global Strategies LLC

Charles Varvaro
Vice President, Global Technology 
Services, IBM

HONORARY:

The Honorable James A. Baker, III
Senior Partner, Baker & Botts

EX OFFICIO:

Dr. Jackson Janes
President
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Deutsche Bank is a proud sponsor of the 21st 
Annual AICGS Global Leadership Award Dinner 
and is pleased to congratulate this year’s honoree, 

Dr. Dieter Zetsche
Chairman of the Board of Management of Daimler AG
Head of Mercedes-Benz Cars

Because B. Braun
Patients are safer. Clinicians are protected. 
The environment is healthier.
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industry. The basis for the leading positions are global presence, 
a strong culture of innovation and customer orientation of our 
approximately 14,500 employees. 

© 2015 Ernst & Young LLP. All Rights Reserved. ED None.

High-performing.  
It’s who you are.
At EY, we believe in setting high  
standards, reaching new heights  
and empowering high performers. 
We’re pleased to congratulate 
Dr. Dieter Zetsche – Chairman of the 
Board of Management, Daimler AG 
Head of Mercedes-Benz Cars for winning 
the Global Leadership Award from the 
American Institute for Contemporary 
German Studies (AICGS).

Visit ey.com.

We congratulate Dr. Dieter Zetsche
on receiving the AICGS 2015 Global 
Leadership Award.

TOGETHER WE  
    MOVE THE WORLD
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www.kpmg.de

Einfach.
Glückwunsch
KPMG congratulates tonight’s deserving 
honoree Dieter Zetsche.
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YOU
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DR. JACKSON JANES

President, AICGS

WE THANK YOU FOR 
JOINING US TONIGHT 
for this special AICGS event and hope that 
we can welcome you to many others in 
the future. You can stay in touch with us 
by visiting our web site – www.aicgs.org – 
where you will find information about our 
events and our publications. You can also  
sign up for our newsletter, the AICGS 
Advisor. We invite you to join us in our  
efforts to help strengthen the German-
American dialogue in sharing knowledge, 
insights, and networks for the future.



PROVIDING KNOWLEDGE, 

INSIGHTS, AND NETWORKS 

FOR THE FUTURE

For the latest research,  
news, and connections,  
go to www.aicgs.org


