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Speakers’ Biographies

DANIEL ACHTERHOLT
German Armed Forces Command

Captain Daniel Achterholt is a German Airforce Officer and serves in the German Armed Forced Command
USA and Canada in Reston, VA. He is the Head of logistics and his tour of duty is scheduled for a time
period of three years. Captain Achterholt was trained and deployed as a Transportation Officer from
2010-2013 and was also a subject teacher for computer science in economics. In 2009, Captain Achterholt
received his degree as an industrial engineer from the Helmut Schmidt University in Hamburg, Germany.
Previously he passed his officer's training in 2006.

ANNEGRET BENDIEK
German Institute for International and Security Affairs

Dr. Annegret Bendiek is senior associate of the EU/ Europe Research Division at the Stiftung Wissenschaft
und Politik (German Institute for International and Security Affairs, SWP) in Berlin. Her areas of expertise
are the United States, common foreign security policy, cyber-security, EU foreign policy, the European
Union, justice and home affairs in the EU, strategic partnerships, and transatlantic relations. She has held
a number of research, academic, and government positions. She was recently at the German Federal
Foreign Office as a member of the Policy Planning Staff, and previously worked as a fellow at the German
Marshall Fund and the Transatlantic Academy, and as a junior professor at the University of Bielefeld.

FELIX BERENSKOTTER
University of London

Dr. Felix Berenskotter is Senior Lecturer (Associate Professor) in International Relations at SOAS,
University of London. He specializes in international theory; concepts of friendship, identity, security,
power, space, and time; European security and transatlantic relations, and he has published on these
topics in various outlets. He is co-founder and former chair of the Theory Section of the International
Studies Association (ISA) and currently an Associate Editor of the Journal of Global Security Studies, a new
ISA journal published with Oxford University Press. Dr. Berenskoétter received his PhD from the London
School of Economics and Political Science (LSE) and a Master’s degree in Political Science from Rutgers
University, where he was a Fulbright Scholar (2000-2002). Before coming to SOAS in 2009, he was a
Research Associate at the Department of War Studies, King's College London, and a Research Fellow at
the John Sloan Dickey Center for International Understanding, Dartmouth College.
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ANN DAILEY
Office of the Secretary of Defense

Ann Dailey is a Senior Advisor on Russia and Eurasia in the Office of the Under Secretary of Defense for
Policy. An expert on the Eurasian region with experience in defense and energy, she has a Master's degree
in International Economics from the Johns Hopkins School of Advanced International Studies and a
Bachelor's degree in Russian, Eastern European, and Eurasian Affairs from the University of lllinois.

JESSICA ELLEDGE
Office of U.S. Senator Christopher Murphy

Jessica Elledge is Legislative Assistant and Foreign Policy Advisor to Senator Christopher Murphy (D-CT).
She was Legislative Assistant and Scheduler in Murphy’s office in the House of Representatives for six
years before he was elected to the Senate. She previously worked as Staff Assistant to Representative
Harold Ford Jr. and interned at the Carter Center. She has a Bachelor’s degree in History and International
Relations from Emory University.

SEBASTIAN FEYOCK
German Council on Foreign Relations

Sebastian Feyock is a program officer of the Transatlantic Relations program at the German Council on
Foreign Relations (DGAP), where he coordinates DGAP's Transatlantic Round Table. From August 2013
until July 2015, he also worked as a program officer of DGAP’s Future Forum Berlin. Prior to joining the
Transatlantic Relations program, he worked as a project assistant for the BMW-Foundation Herbert
Quandt and the Tonissteiner Kreis. In 2011, Mr. Feyock was a freelance project and research assistant for
several institutes, among others the Academy of the German Armed Forces for Information and
Communication (AIK), the Military History Research Institute (MGFA), and the DGAP’s Berlin Future
Forum. In 2009, he spent three months at the Stockholm International Peace Research Institute (SIPRI).
His research focuses on maritime security and piracy as well as German foreign and security policy. In
April 2015 Mr. Feyock was selected into the think tank “Young Professionals in Security Policy” of the
Federal Academy for Security Policy (BAKS). From 2011 to 2014, he was a member of the board of the
German Association for Peace and Conflict Studies (AFK). He studied political science and philosophy in
Greifswald and received an MA in peace and conflict studies from the Philipps-University Marburg.

LIANA FIX
German Institute for International and Security Affairs

Liana Fix is a DAAD/AICGS Fellow from October to December 2015. She is a researcher at the German
Institute for International and Security Affairs (SWP) with a special focus on Germany’s role in
Europe, Russian foreign policy, and the South Caucasus. Previously, she was affiliated with the German
Council on Foreign Relations (DGAP). In 2012/2013, she was a Mercator Fellow in International Affairs,
working on European and transatlantic policy toward Russia at the German Foreign Office, the Carnegie
Moscow Center, and the EU Delegation in Georgia. Ms. Fix holds a master’s degree from the London
School of Economics and Political Science and is a member of Woman in International Security (WIIS.de).

This project is supported by the Transatlantic Program of the Federal Republic of Germany with funds from the
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LILY GARDNER FELDMAN
AICGS

Dr. Lily Gardner Feldman is currently the Harry & Helen Gray Senior Fellow at the American Institute for
Contemporary German Studies at Johns Hopkins University, where she has recently published a book
entitled Germany’s Foreign Policy of Reconciliation: From Enmity to Amity (Rowman & Littlefield). She
also directs the Institute’s Society, Culture & Politics Program. She has a PhD in Political Science from MIT.
From 1978 until 1991, Dr. Gardner Feldman was a professor of political science (tenured) at Tufts
University in Boston. She was also a Research Associate at Harvard University’s Center for European
Studies, where she chaired the German Study Group and edited German Politics and Society; and a
Research Fellow at Harvard University’s Center for International Affairs, where she chaired the Seminar
on the European Community and undertook research in the University Consortium for Research on North
America. From 1990 until 1995, Dr. Gardner Feldman was the first Research Director of AICGS and its Co-
director in 1995. From 1995 until 1999, she was a Senior Scholar in Residence at the BMW Center for
German and European Studies at Georgetown University. She returned to Johns Hopkins University in
1999. Dr. Gardner Feldman has published widely in the U.S. and Europe on German foreign policy,
German-Jewish relations, international reconciliation, non-state entities as foreign policy players, and the
EU as an international actor. Her work on Germany’s foreign policy of reconciliation has led to lecture
tours in Japan and South Korea.

KRISTEN GUNNESS
RAND Corporation

Kristen Gunness is Adjunct Senior Fellow for China Affairs at the RAND Corporation, where she specializes
in Chinese military and foreign policy issues. Formerly, Ms. Gunness served as the Director of the Navy
Asia Pacific Advisory Group at the Pentagon, where she advised the Chief of Naval Operations on security,
maritime, and foreign policy trends in East Asia. Prior to her position on the Navy staff, she was Senior
Project Director for Chinese military and security affairs at CNA. Ms. Gunness has extensive experience
studying, living, and working in China. She is a graduate of the Hopkins-Nanjing Center for Chinese and
American Studies, and has studied Mandarin at Beijing Capital Normal University and the Harbin Institute
of Technology. In addition, she worked as a business consultant in a well-established Shanghai firm, where
she spent several years consulting and traveling in China, Taiwan, and Southeast Asia. Ms. Gunness has
written extensively on Chinese security, foreign policy, and economic affairs. She is the co-editor of Civil-
Military Relations In Today’s China: Swimming In A New Sea (M.E. Sharpe, June 2006). She holds an MA
in Security Studies from Georgetown University’s Walsh School of Foreign Service.

GINA JONES
Defense Intelligence Agency

Gina Jones currently serves as the Special Adviser to the Deputy Director of the Defense Intelligence
Agency (DIA). In this capacity, she leads the development and implementation of strategic initiatives
across the Agency. Gina began her intelligence career as an Intelligence Officer in the U.S. Air Force, which
included a deployment in support of Operation Iraqgi Freedom. Between 2006 and 2008, she served as a
Senior Consultant to U.S. Army South, the element responsible for U.S. Army operations in Latin America.
In 2008, Ms. Jones joined DIA as one of the initial members of U.S. Africa Command. Within the
intelligence directorate, she led a small, multi-disciplined team of intelligence analysts, tasked with
infusing analysis and operational planning with socio-cultural analysis. Her analysis directly supported
policymakers and operational planners and shaped the command's engagements with African partner-
nations. Ms. Jones was recognized for her contributions as a lead analyst within the Intelligence Crisis Cell
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that supported coalition operations in Libya. Ms. Jones has advanced degrees from the U.S. Army School
of Advanced Miilitary Studies, the University of Kansas, and Boston University. A Council on Foreign
Relations Term Member, she is originally from San Antonio, TX.

STEVEN KEIL
The German Marshall Fund of the United States

Steven Keil is a program officer at the German Marshall Fund in Washington, DC, where he focuses on
GMF’s foreign and security policy work. Mr. Keil also works on issues surrounding the German-U.S.
relationship, the broader transatlantic relationship, and the politics of the post-Soviet space. Prior to
joining GMF, he was a fellow with the Robert Bosch Foundation in Berlin, where he conducted work
placements in the CDU/CSU Foreign Policy Working Group in the Bundestag, as well the Eastern European
and Eurasian Research Division at the Stiftung Wissenschaft und Politik. Mr. Keil also worked in the United
States Senate for the personal office of U.S. Senator John Thune (R-SD), having served as a legislative aide
advising the senator on energy, environment, and agricultural issues. During his time in the Senate, Mr.
Keil’s legislative portfolio also included Constitutional issues, international affairs, and the judiciary. He
received his bachelor’s from the University of South Dakota in political science, German, and history and
holds a master’s from Georgetown University’s School of Foreign Service BMW Center of German and
European Studies. He speaks German and basic Russian.

MAGDALENA KIRCHNER
German Institute for International and Security Affairs

Dr. Magdalena Kirchner is currently a Transatlantic Postdoctoral Fellow in International Relations and
Security (TAPIR) at the German Institute for International and Security Affairs (SWP). Prior to that, she
worked as Senior Project Coordinator at the German Atlantic Association and as Associate Fellow at the
Transatlantic Relations Program of the German Council of Foreign Relations (DGAP). Since 2009, she
also works as editorial journalist for the Security Policy Reader, jointly published by the Federal Ministry
of Defense and the German Armed Forces. 2010-2012, she was working as a lecturer at the Institute for
Political Science at the University of Heidelberg and head of the Working Group "Conflicts in the Middle
East and Maghreb" of the Heidelberg Institute for International Conflict Research. Dr. Kirchner studied
Political Science (International Relations) and History and holds a doctoral degree from the University of
Heidelberg.

ADAM KLEIN
Council on Foreign Relations/Center for a New American Security

Adam Klein is a Council on Foreign Relations International Affairs Fellow and a Visiting Fellow at the
Center for a New American Security. His research focuses on the intersection of national security policy
and law. Before coming to CNAS, Mr. Klein was a Senior Associate at Wilmer Cutler Pickering Hale and
Dorr LLP. He previously served as a law clerk to Justice Antonin Scalia of the United States Supreme Court
and Judge Brett M. Kavanaugh of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit. Before
attending law school, Mr. Klein worked on national security policy at the RAND Corporation and the 9/11
Public Discourse Project, the nonprofit successor to the 9/11 Commission. He began his career as a
legislative assistant in the office of U.S. Representative C.W. “Bill” Young. Mr. Klein is a graduate of
Columbia Law School and Northwestern University. From 2006-2007, he was a Robert Bosch Foundation
Fellow in Berlin. He speaks German and French.

This project is supported by the Transatlantic Program of the Federal Republic of Germany with funds from the
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ERIC LANGENBACHER
Georgetown University

Dr. Eric Langenbacher is an Associate Teaching Professor and Director of the Honors Program in the
Department of Government, Georgetown University. Dr. Langenbacher studied in Canada before
completing his PhD in Georgetown’s Government Department in 2000. He was awarded a Fulbright grant
in 1999-2000 and the Hopper Memorial Fellowship at Georgetown in 2000-2001 and was selected Faculty
Member of the Year by the School of Foreign Service in 2009. His publications include Power and the Past:
Collective Memory and International Relations (co-edited with Yossi Shain, 2010), Dynamics of Memory
and Identity in Contemporary Europe (co-edited with Ruth Wittlinger and Bill Niven, 2013), The German
Polity, 10' edition (co-authored with David Conradt, 2013), and The Merkel Republic: An Appraisal (2015).
He has planned and run dozens of short programs about all aspects of U.S. government, culture, and
public policy for partners from abroad, as well as for the U.S. Departments of State and Defense.

DAN LIM
Georgetown University

Dan Lim is a former United States Air Force officer currently completing his Masters of Science in Foreign
Service (MSFS) degree at Georgetown University. He is interested in shaping U.S. foreign policy related to
European security and transatlantic relations. He is particularly interested in the future of NATO, as he
served as a member of NATQ's training mission in Afghanistan (2011-2012) and also just completed a
summer internship at the US Mission to NATO (2015).

GALE MATTOX
AICGS/U.S. Naval Academy

Dr. Gale A. Mattox is Director of the Foreign and Domestic Policy Program at AICGS and Professor, Political
Science Department, at the U.S. Naval Academy. She is a former elected department chair and chair of
chairs, and was awarded the Distinguished Fulbright-Dow Research Chair at the Roosevelt Center, the
Netherlands, for spring 2009. Professor Mattox served on the Policy Planning Staff of the Department of
State, was a Council on Foreign Relations Fellow at the State Department Office of Strategic and Theater
Nuclear Policy, and an International Affairs Analyst at the Congressional Research Service. She has been
a Bosch Fellow in Germany (also Founding President of the Bosch Alumni Association), NATO Research
Fellow, and a Fulbright Scholar. Professor Mattox has held the offices of President (1996-2003) and Vice
President of Women in International Security (WIIS), Center for Peace and Security Studies at Georgetown
University, and served as Vice President of the International Studies Association and now co-chair of the
ISA Women’s Caucus. She has served on numerous boards, including the Tactical Advisory Council, Center
for Naval Analysis, and the George Marshall Center Advisory Board in Germany, and now serves on the
advisory boards of St. Mary’s College Women’s Center, the Forum for Security Studies, the Swedish
National Defense University, and WIIS. Professor Mattox published, with A. Rachwald, Enlarging NATO:
the National Debates, and Evolving European Defense Policies with C. Kelleher. She has co-edited
Germany in Transition, Germany at the Crossroads, and Germany through American Eyes, and has
published widely in scholarly journals. She holds numerous awards and has appeared on the Lehrer News
Hour and other media outlets.
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PARKE NICHOLSON
AICGS

Parke Nicholson is the Senior Research Associate at the American Institute for Contemporary German
Studies. He oversees research program activities, grant writing, and currently works on U.S. and German
foreign policy, transatlantic relations, EU-Asia relations, and workforce education. Previously, he worked
at the Center for the National Interest and the Council on Foreign Relations. In 2008, he served on the
foreign policy staff at Hillary Clinton’s presidential campaign headquarters. He has also worked abroad in
Austria and Germany: in 2005 through the Fulbright Program in Klagenfurt and in 2010-2011 as a Robert
Bosch Foundation Fellow working in the German Foreign Office for the Coordinator of Transatlantic
Cooperation and for Daimler AG’s Political Intelligence unit in Stuttgart. His writings have appeared in
ForeignAffairs.com, TheNationallnterest.com, The Baltimore Sun, and The Diplomat. He received his MA
in International Relations from The Elliott School of International Affairs at The George Washington
University and a BA in History and Violin Performance from The College of Wooster in Ohio.

ANN-KRISTIN OTTO
German Ministry of Defense

Ann-Kristin Otto is desk officer for bilateral relations covering Central and Eastern Europe and
international security policy at the political section of the German Ministry of Defense. Prior to joining
the MoD, Ms. Otto worked at the German Bundestag as Advisor for military and security policy. She has
also worked as Afghanistan Knowledge Manager at NATO ACT in Norfolk, VA, for NATO HQ in Brussels,
and for ISAF's Regional Command North in Afghanistan. Before joining the institutional side of politics,
Ms. Otto worked as a political scientist at think tanks in both Washington, DC (AICGS and CSIS) and Berlin
(DGAP). She studied political science, holding a diploma from the Free University Berlin and a Master’s
degree from the Elliott School of International Affairs at George Washington University. Ms. Otto is a
board member of Women in International Security Germany (WIIS.de), member of the transatlantic
Atlantik Briicke e.V., and a member of the Berlin-based Korber Foundation network foreign policy.

MAY-BRITT U. STUMBAUM
Freie-Universitdt Berlin

Dr. May-Britt Stumbaum is the Director of the NFG Research Group “Asian Perceptions of the EU” at the
Freie Universitat Berlin and Editor of the Blog “The SPEAR — Security and Politics in Europe-Asia Relations.”
Her previous positions include Executive Director of the China and Global Security Program at SIPRI, Fritz
Thyssen Fellow at WCFIA (Harvard), and further senior positions at the German Council on Foreign
Relations (DGAP) and Berlin Partner. Bridging policy and academia, Dr. Stumbaum worked at renowned
think tanks in Europe, China, Taiwan, Australia, and New Zealand, the EU Delegation to China, and
regularly at the German Ministry of Defense. She is a co-founder and former president of Women in
International Security Deutschland (WIIS.de), a Reservist German Air Force Officer, and currently serves
as the first female President of the Tonissteiner Kreis e.V. and as a full member at the CSCAP EU
Committee of the Council for Security Cooperation in the Asia Pacific (CSCAP). Dr. Stumbaum graduated
from the London School of Economics and Political Science (LSE / MSc) and the Freie Universitét Berlin
(PhD). She frequently comments on current Asian security affairs and their impact on Europe and
transatlantic relations in the media (CNN, Al-Jazeera, N24, and others) and testified in 2012 to the U.S.
Congress’ U.S.-China Economic and Security Committee on EU-China security.

This project is supported by the Transatlantic Program of the Federal Republic of Germany with funds from the
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JANINA WEBER
German Ministry of Defense

Janina Weber is currently a speechwriter for the German Chief of Defense. Prior to this position, she was
a resident student at Command and Staff College at the Marine Corps University in Quantico, Virginia.
From 2013 to 2014, Ms. Weber deployed to Afghanistan as a political advisor to the NATO Senior Civilian
Representative at ISAF Headquarters in Kabul. Earlier in her career, she worked in the German Ministry
of Defense as a desk officer for politico-military affairs and bilateral relations to Russia, South Caucasus,
and Central Asia for six years. Ms. Weber earned a Master of Arts Degree in Political Science from Philipps
University, Germany in 2007 then later a Master’s Degree in Military Studies from Marine Corps
University in 2015.

MICHAEL JOHN WILLIAMS
New York University

Michael John Williams studies international relations with a functional expertise in international security
issues and a regional expertise on Europe, the EU, NATO, and U.S.-European relations. He is currently
working on a book manuscript on Germany’s role in world politics. At NYU, Dr. Williams directs the
International Relations Program. His most recent publications include Science, Law and Liberalism in the
American Way of War (Cambridge UP 2015), "The Afghan War, 2001-2012" in the Oxford Encyclopedia of
American Military and Diplomatic History (Oxford 2012), and The Good War: NATO and the Liberal
Conscience in Afghanistan (Palgrave 2011). He is also co-editor of the critically acclaimed edited
volume Power in World Politics (Routledge 2007). Dr. Williams is a Fellow of the Inter-University Seminar
on the Armed Forces and Society. He has held a Robert Bosch Fellowship in Germany, a Visiting Fellowship
at the Rothermere American Institute at the University of Oxford & Nuffield College, and a DAAD
Fellowship at the Bundeswehr Center for Military History and Social Science in Potsdam, Germany. He is
a Senior Associate Scholar at the Center for European Policy Analysis in Washington, DC, and editor-in-
chief of the journal International Politics Reviews. Dr. Williams is a Stephen M. Kellen term member of
the Council on Foreign Relations, a Fellow of the Inter-University Seminar on the Armed Forces and
Society, and an alumnus of the International Summer Policy Institute at American University. He was an
investigator in the Sustainable Peacebuilding Network, a collaborative research project involving 20
scholars from six countries, funded by the Carnegie Corporation of New York and directed by Prof. Roland
Paris (Ottawa). From 2006-2008 Dr. Williams directed the Transatlantic Security Programme at the Royal
United Services Institute for Defense and Security Studies in London. Educated at the universities of
Delaware, Hamburg, Bath, Berlin, and Moscow, he earned his doctorate at the London School of
Economics and Political Science.

DOMINIK WULLERS
German Ministry of Defense

Captain Dominik Wullers is the chief spokesperson for the Resolute Support mission at the German Joint
Forces Operations Command. Captain Wullers holds a PhD in econometrics from the German Armed
Forces' Helmut-Schmidt University in Hamburg. He is also the chairman of Deutscher.Soldat., an
association of soldiers of color working toward a more inclusive society.
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MICHAEL ZIEMKE
U.S. Department of State

Michael Ziemke is a Foreign Affairs Officer in the Office of European Policy and Regional Affairs. In that
capacity, Michael covers ballistic missile defense, Syrian chemical weapons, and other arms control and
nonproliferationissues. He holds a Master’s degree from George Washington University and a Bachelor’s
degree from Ohio University.
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