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In this time of above-average capacity
utilization, a state expenditures program
would carry the risk of increased
inflation and would also endanger the

consolidation of state finances.

All in all, then, there is no shortage of
challenges. We have every reason to
ensure that our country is prepared for
the future. We do our homework in
Germany, also in times of a grand

coalition, and that is important.

But: No man is an island, and today no
country can cope with the burden of
threats on its own. That is why the
Federal Government is placing more
emphasis than ever on a strong Europe

and a strong transatlantic alliance.
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The transatlantic community of shared
values and common defense, with a
strong NATO that is undergoing reform,
remains the foundation of German
foreign policy and a guarantor of our
security in Germany and in Europe. The
upcoming NATO summit in Bucharest
will be an important milestone in this

respect.

| would like to take the opportunity,
while | am here in Washington, to
remind you of a very special
anniversary that we are celebrating this
year: the 60th anniversary of the Berlin
Airlift, one of the most important
symbols of the "human dimension" of

our Transatlantic partnership.

The Airlift ensured the freedom and

survival of the city of Berlin and
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fostered an emotional bond to the
United States among many Berliners.
For that the Berliners and we Germans
are extremely grateful to the U.S. and to

the other nations involved in the Airlift.

But let us also be honest. The memories
of an anti-communist past are not
enough to carry us into the future. At an
event of the German Marshall Fund, with
its "Transatlantic Trends" survey, it
must be pointed out that public opinion,
not only in Germany but virtually all
across Europe, has become
increasingly critical of the United States.
The "Transatlantic Trends 2007" paints
a downright dismal picture of this fact.
In recent years, for example, a majority
of Europeans has come to oppose the
leadership role of the United States.
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| don’t think that this can be attributed
to one single determining factor,
individual person or political decision.
Instead, | believe that with the end of the
Cold War and the fading of personalized
experiences and memories of solidarity,
such as in the case of the Airlift,
people's emotional transatlantic
understanding tends to diminish over
time, so to speak. Neither this nor that
election winner here in the U.S., nor any
individual political activity, nor any
public diplomacy campaign, no matter
how expensive, will simply reverse this

trend.

What we can build upon, however, is a
different — an encouraging — result of
the "Trends" survey: A majority in
Europe still clearly supports a common

course of action with the United States
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when it comes to combating the most
significant threats. This is where we
must stand together and achieve
success together. That is why I've
spoken about the examples of Iran,
Afghanistan, global competition and the

climate issue.

Whether or not we succeed, whether we
can join forces to make the world a
safer place, will determine how people
here and there judge us. And that, in
essence, is our transatlantic mission.
This will give a renewed boost to the
overall approval of the U.S. in Germany
and in Europe. What we need, instead of
mere emotion and memory, is common

achievements and common interests.

This also means that we must continue
to strengthen Europe. With the Treaty of



.24-
Lisbon in December of 2007, a difficult
and time-consuming reform process
was brought to a positive conclusion.
The German presidency of the European
Council played a decisive role in that

development.

The Treaty of Lisbhon makes the
European Union more democratic, since
the European Parliament becomes a co-
lawmaker and the role of the national

parliaments is enhanced considerably.

The Treaty of Lisbon, however, also
strengthens the European Union’s
ability to take action in terms of
European foreign and security policy.
For a Europe that wants to compete in
the world, a more coherent foreign

policy and the ability to speak with one
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voice become more important day by

day.

The creation of a new "High
Representative for the Common Foreign
and Security Policy” — who heads the
External Relations Council, is a member
of the commission and draws support
from a common European External
Action Service - is indeed an important
step toward an increased European
ability to take action. And he will also

have a telephone number ...

We want to strengthen the European
security and defense policy. This policy
has an important role to play in the
Transatlantic security partnership. Not
by competing with, but by supple-
menting NATO. This ensures that there

is strength in unity.
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We've made other significant progress
in the areas of justice and home affairs.
For example in the common fight
against transnational crime and
terrorism. In addition, the EU will for the
first time be given the formal powers to
deal with climate protection and
establish a common European energy

policy.

These are precisely the areas in which
our citizens are looking for "more

Europe” in the future.

Here too, the EU needs its transatlantic
partner. Today every 10th person on the
planet is a European. By the end of the
21st century it will only be every 14th
person. And the prospects for the U.S.
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are not much different than for us

Europeans.

That is one reason why, under the
German presidency at the EU-USA
summit in April of 2007, we endorsed a
Framework for Advancing Transatlantic

Economic Integration.

In particular we established the
Transatlantic Economic Council to give
new political impetus to those important
matters of transatlantic cooperation that
have seen little progress in recent
years: harmonizing technological
standards, creating fair terms of
investment, establishing appropriate
market access for agricultural products
or creating viable standards for cross-
border financial services, to name only

a few initiatives.
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By the next EU-US summit we intend to

achieve more concrete results.

I'd like to bring up a final key concept:
the values inherent in our politics. This
is a leitmotif, a guiding principle for this
Federal Government. In all our
interactions, during all the challenges
we face, we must resist the temptation
to lower our standards of value-driven

politics.

Always and everywhere, one thing must
be clear: we will defend legitimate
interests, including economic ones. But
we will also refuse to be silent in the
face of shortcomings in such areas as
the rule of law or human rights. Here we

will be unflinching, yet measured in our



-29_
approach. And we know the friends and

partners we can count on.

The Chancellor recently summed it up
as follows: "The credibility that we

thereby earn is our greatest strength.”

Germany is back. Once again, Germany
stands at the side of the United States.
Europe is on its way, away from
standstill and toward new levels of
strength. We are self-confident. We will
not forget our roots and we understand
the new challenges of the 21st century.
We are "old", that is true — if "old"
means rich in history and tradition. But
at the same time we are young and
eager to face the challenges of the

future.

Thank you.



